
The passion of Josephine and Don has ended before the book begins, 

ended by Jo because it is taking her away from where she has to be. Her 

children require of her that she turn from lover/wife into mother, and 

the most eloquent demand that she do so comes silently from a portrait 

on her wall. The upraised hands silently insist on the transformation her 

mother has undergone before her. Submitting, she allows the change 

to take place. This requires both her husband and her former lover to 

adapt, and the book is the story of the changes that take place in all 

three. Painful as these developments are, each is made aware of other 

stories circulating in the world about them: humanity becomes, through 

the necessity of their development, the sum of all its tales.
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