
The stories in this collection can be read separately, and 

in any order. If, however, you read in the conventional 

direction, you will find that the characters who are 

named in the first story – as opposed to the endless 

throng of drinkers, talkers and excitement-seekers who 

pass through the house of music – are picked up at least 

once in their later lives. Their fates and fortunes – like 

the events detailed in the stories – differ widely, and 

the reader may well ask what, if anything, bonds these 

people, these events, together. The collection, finally, 

leaves the question open, but the last story reaches a 

serenity, an acceptance, which is somehow the outcome 

of al the events, and all the lives, detailed herein.
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