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Places come alive as we get to know their stories.  The Murray River has endless tales 
drifting to the sea.  Flemington Racecourse produces memories every year, some of 
them better forgotten!  Papunya had its artists and the knowledge they put down in 
paint.  The story of Ned Kelly will never die in the region to which he’s given his name.  
Fred Hollowes is hallowed in the places where he did his work.  Innamincka has its Dig 
tree and memories of Burke and Wills.  To travel through Australia is to realise how 
much that has happened has never achieved its apotheosis in song: this collection of 
librettos borrows its energies from our remembering, gently chides us for our forgetting, 
and calls on our composers to do what only they can do.


